The IgA response: inductive aspects, regulatory cells, and effector functions.
In this review, we have emphasized our current studies on the inductive aspects of the IgA immune response and homeostatic mechanisms involved in the induction of oral tolerance. By use of unique inbred mouse strains in restricted microbial environments, we have provided evidence for a central role of LPS in systemic unresponsiveness to orally encountered antigens. We have continued studies on characterization of GALT lymphoreticular cell types, including accessory cells, regulatory T-cells, and precursor IgA B-cells. We have placed recent emphasis on characterization of antigen-specific Th-cell clones derived from murine PP, which preferentially support IgA isotype responses. Relevant areas for continued research have been emphasized in this review.